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They all answered, " You arc the sole master in this;
proceed as you please." Although we wort! comfort-
able in every way, yet we made it our business to
inarch day and night.

When we approached [the place where the king
was], I, seeing Mubarak asleep, fell at that beautiful
woman's feet, and bewailing to her the restless .state
of my heart, and my helpless condition, owing to the
threats of Maliki Sddik, and that from the day I. had
seen her picture, I had forsworn sleep and food and
repose; and now that God had shewn to me this day,
I still remained an utter stranger to her. She replied,
"My heart is also inclined towards you, for what toils
and dangers have you undergone for my sake, and
with what labour and difficulty have you brought mtr
away; remember God, and do not forget me; let us
see what may be revealed from behind the curtain of
mystery/5 On saying this, she wept so loud thiit she
was nearly suffocated. Such was my state, and such
was hers! In the meantime, Mub&raKa slumbers were
broken, and seeing us both in tears, he was greatly
affected, and said, " Be comforted; 1 have an ointment
which I will rub over the body of this fair one; from
the smell of it the heart of Maliki S&dik will be dis-
gusted, and he will perhaps abandon her to you/1

On hearing this plan of MnbaraKs, my heart was
greatly revived; and, embracing him fondly, I said,
" O friend, you are now in the place of a father to
mej owing to you my life was saved, now also act so
that I may still live on, otherwise 1 must perish in (his
grief/' He gave me every friendly assurance. When
the day appeared, we heard the noise of tl\eji/im, and